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Propheſie not unto us rt Things, 

[peak unto us ſmooth Things, Pro- 
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pheſie Deceits. 3 
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Judah and Jeruſalem had made in Sin; to What 
an amazing Pitch of Wickedneſs they were arri- 
ved; when they found their Actions not agreea- 
ple to what the Seers and Prophets declar'd to bei: the 


i Prophet in this Place ſhews what a Progreſs 


Word of God, inſtead of endeavouring to conform to the 


Precepts deliverd, they ſtrove to ſilence the Seers and Pro- 
phets, or what was worſe, to perſwade them to decline tel- 
ling them their Duty, to ſow Pillows under their Arms ta 
{oth them in their Vices: And that he might do this in 
the moſt convincing Method, he repeats the Sum of what 
they were audaciouſly wont to dictate to their Spiritual 
Guides, that the very Repeating thereof might cover them 
with Confuſion of Face. The Context runs thus, 
Now go, write it before them in a Tableland note it in a Book 
that it maybe for the Time to come for ever and ever: That lu! 
5 4 Rebellious People, lying Children, Children that will not hear 
the Law of the Lord: Which ſay to the*Seers, fee not, and to 
the Prophets, prophefie not unto us right Things, ſpeak unto us 
ſmooth Things, prophefie Deceits: Get you out of the way, turn 
aſide out of the Path, cauſe the Holy Qne of Iſrael for to ceaſe 
from before un. | 
This daring rebellious Race would fain have their Seers 
and Prophets not dare (for fear of their reſenting ſuch pal- 
pable Affronts) to ſpeake any Thing that claſh'4 with their 
beloved Luſts, their obſtinate Rebellion againſt a Gracious 
God, No, the greateſt Truths, if they in any wiſe: grated 
with their Carnall Appetites, they would not away with, 
but required to have their Conſciences lull'd afleep with 
ſmooth agreeable Falſities, ſuch as were not inconſiſtent with 
their vicious Actions, and — Advantage, ſuch as would 
not put any ſtop to them in _ Career to Diſtruction. Th 
2 < por 


_ - Lis not the particular Privilege of the Age wherein 7 
ih lived, or of Judea, to boaſt of having produced ſuch 2 
abandon'd Race of Mankind; no, ſuch were the Gncficl, 
in the Primitiye . Times of Chriſtianity, whom if S. Pal 
would have pleas d, i: e. have Preached'-apreeable to their 
Hereſy, he would not have been the Servant of Chriſt: 
which he choſe rather to be, than to gratify them; he choſs 
rather to perſwade e. i. (avert the Anger of) God, thzy 
an - Nor is. the preſumptuous Race yet extinct; we have 
many among us, who unworthily bear the Name of Chriſt. 
ians, nay of Proteſtants, who bravely degenerate fromthe 
true religious Practices of the Primitive Chriſtians; why 
delight in the Deſt ructi on of their Fellow-Creatures, and 
can oni be denominated Men from their ſhape ; I y, thi 
preſent Age, this Nation, the adjoining populous City inaf 
contend for Precedence in Vice. mee. 
We have Men who fay to the Seers ſee not, and to t he Pri- 
8 1 night Things, ſpeak unto us Imootb 
Jungs, pranehſie Dereiti: Let us hear no more unwelcome 
Truths, ceaſe your unpleaſant; diſmal grating Reproofs ; our 
delicat Eats will notibear ſuch.harſh Doctrine, as the ungentle 
_ Mention of Hell, Damnation, an exact Account by an Impat- 
_ tia-Findge; we have large Temporal Advantages, beap up 
great Riches by Extorſion, by grinding the Face of: the Poor; 
we will not quit theſe preſent: Benefits for Conſcience ſake, 
for a:Reward at a great Diſtance; ſay what you will, we are re: 
ſolved to go on in onr Good. Old- Cauſe; allyour too officious 
Calis to Amendment are loft upon us; your to ſqueamiſn Con- 
Tclences will not ſuffer you to comply with this our reaſonable 
Requeſt of Preaching ſmooth and not right Things, tis but 
branding you with the Name of: Malignants, and fo wel 
quickly ſilence ou. 
And theſe Men who bare the Sacred Name of Chriſt are 
much more inexcuſable then thoſe whom the prophet in my 
ext reproves, inaſmuch as they have a greater, .a clearer 
Light ſhining to them, then the faint Glimmiring of the 
8 conſequently, greater ſhall be their Damnation: 
Foraſmuch as Light came into the World, but they loved Dat: 
eber en L., dee oo I 
But tho Men are ſo unreaſonable, as to deſire this of their 
— ye yet muſt not they be humoured in their Folly; 
y muſt, they ſhall hear oftheir Sins, their Rebellions, and 
the unavoidable Conſequences thereof tho' it ſounds never bo 
harſh in their nice Ears; otherwiſe thoſe who ought to have 
reproved them, whaſe Duty it was to have painted their 


Crimes in lively Colours and dreadfulShapes, thoſe whowatch 


over 


. 
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over them for their Souls Good, thoſe who muſt give an e 
act Account of the Souls committed to their Care, if they 
ſuſſer ſuch Multitudes to be loſt by their remiſneſs; if pre- 
ſerment makes them Wink at Vice, or Preach ſmooth 
Things, if per ſuaſive Gold Padlocks their Mouths; if the 
Frowns of great Men, the fear of Poverty, Impriſonment, 
Perſecutions, or. eveh Death in its moſt ſhameful and pain- 
ful Manner, can prevail upon them, to propheſie Deceits,” 
they will bring an heavy Load upon their own Shoulders; 
tis more eligible to be filenced in this World, than to 
cry bitterly in devouring Fire for ever, to ſuffer the molt 
cruel Temporal Death, than the moſt exquiſite Pains of 
Death to all Eternity, without a Poſſibility of Dying; and 
ſhould any unwelcome Truths, which any of the Miniſters 
of Chriſt's Word are obliged in Conſcience ts Preach; ſub- 
jet them (thro! the Iniquity of the Times) to any of the: 
forementioned Pains, gladly ſhould they embrace their! 
fetters, and rejoice that they are accounted Worthy to ſuffer 
Shame, for thus daring to preach the 'unfaſhionable Doct- 
rine of Chriſt, his Apoſtles, and of the Church of England; 
bens firmly perfwaded, that no Temporal Confidefation 
ought to prevail npon us, not to cry aloud and ſpare not, not 
to lift up our Voices like "Trumpets," and tell Iſrael of their 
ins. We muſt not dare to hy Peace, Peace; when God 
faith, rhere is no Peace to the Wicked : We mult not dare to 
(peak ſmooth Things, or prphefie Deceits, leſt the People 
betaken away in their Iniquity, and their Blood be requi- 
red at the Watchman's Hands. So thou O Son of Man; I have 
ſet the as a Watchman unto the Houſe of iſrael : Therefore than 
Halt hear the Word at my Mouth, and warn them from me. 
When I ſay unto the Wicked, O wicked Man thou ſhalt ſurety 
Die; if Th doft not ſpeak to warn the Wicked from "his way, 
that wicked Men ſhall die in his Iniquity, but his Blood will I 
require at thine Hand, Nevertheleſs; if thou warn the Micl- 
ed of his Way to turn from it, if he do not turn from his way, 
he ſhall die in his Iniquity, but thou haft delivered thy Soul, 
Ezek. xxxiil. 7, 8, 9. IG © een BAC een TRI} 

From hence appears the great Unreaſonableneſs of the Re- 
queſt of theſe Men. How can they ſay to the Seers, See not, 
when the Scripture faith, If he dares meanly comply there- 
with, not only they ſhall die in their Inquity, but their Blood 
Hall be required at the Watchman's bar ? How can they ſay 
to the Prophets, Propheſie not unto us right Things, ſpeak nnto 
# ſmooth Things, propheſie Deceits ! How can we ſpeak ſmooth 
Things? How can we propheſie Deceits? when we know that 


the Prophet who ſhall preſume to ſpeak a Word in the Name of 
OM 


the Lord, which he hath not commanded him to ſpeak, even that 
Prophet ſhall ſurely die. With what Aſſurance then can they 
deſire, command, nay force (as much as temporal Advan. 1 
tage can) us to do ſo? to pulldown the Vengeance of an of. It 
fended Deity upon our own Heads; to loſe the Favour of our It 
Everlaſting Benefactor, by gratifying the ſinful Requeſt of 3 

temporal Patron. Why muſt we/not deliver our own Souls? fl n 

Why muſt we not obey God rather than Man? when we 1 h 

know the latter can only kill the Body, but the former can ca b. 
both Soul and Body into Hell. | 

I might confute many Hereſies, many wild extravagant No. I h. 
tions, tho' hid with ſpecious Pretences to Sanctity; but ſhall J in 
at this time content my ſelf with conſidering one Poſition, to 
deſtructive of all Civil Government, and which has more 5. 
than once drought this unhappy Nation into the utmoſt Con- tb 
ſuſion; from the Evil Conſequences of which I know not Þ tl: 
when we ſhall be wholly extricated. ; 

The Republicans, the Troublers of aur Hrael, have as the I di 
Baſis of their Hypotbefis, been long endeavouring to rob the th 
Almighty God of his Prerogative, in ſetting up Kings, and 0 
as impudently transferr'd it to our Sovereign Lord the Peco th 
ple, that by this ſpecious Pretence they might more eaſily W no 
conclude what they drive at, namely, that the People have I hi; 
alſo the Right of removing them. Thus do they by their I cre 
Schemes render the Word of God of none Effect; and any fur 

one might think that theſe Men that maintain theſe Poſitions, MW Kit 
either never read, or did not believe the Sacred Truths deli- Pet 
vered in Holy Writ, where God ſo often claims & abſolute I thi 

Right to the ſetting up, and removing Kings, as is plain dei 
from Dan. ii. 21. God changeth the Times and the Seaſons : ll te 
he removeth Kings, and Fey up Kings, God is the Judge: I the 
he putteth down and fetteth up another, Pſal. Ixxv. 7. But Sul 
we muſt not ſuppoſe God in this not to claim a greater Share I tab 
than in the other Actions of Mankind, that is, barely to I his 
concurr with them, in giving them Health and Strength to All 
enable them ſo to do; for thus far God aſſiſts Men in their ¶ wic 
moſt abominable Deeds; for according to this Pofition, eve- I vou 
ry ſucceſsful Rebel that can but gain Poſſeſſion of the Po. T 
er and Regalia, would alſo be ſaid to be ſer up by God; it ty: 
this Rate, rebellious Alſalom, while he was in Poſſeſſion of 
the Metropolis, and moſt part of his Father's Kingdom, 
would have alſo been ſaid to have been let up by God; and 
in our Nation, Oliver Cromwell would have been more pro- 
perly the Lord's Anointed, while without Controul he en- 
jpyed the Regal Power (tho' under a Name leſs odious to 
the ſanctified Zzalots) ramm'd the Covenant and Avjuration 


nol 
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not only of Charles Stuart, but of all the Line of King James 
the Firſt) down the enthralled Subjects Throats, than was 
they baniſh'd Charles II. | 8 5 95.00 

But we find that God, the only Judge of Princes, will 
not allow of thoſe Princes whom he has not ſet up; we 
him expoſtulating with his People: They. have ſet up Kings, 
but not 5 me; they have made Printes; but I knew it not: 
Hoſ. viii. 4. Since the Almighty here declares, that there 
have been Kings and Princes, who were not ſet up by him 
in vain is that Text in the 13 th to the Romans, made uſe of, 
to prove all Obedience to be due to Uſurpers, (viz. there is 0 
Power but of God, the Pcwers that be are ondanitd of God) 4 117 
the Text only proves, that Uſurpers do not derive their Ti- 
tles from God. „ 0 J . 

Since tis plain from Holy Writ, that God it is alone, who 
diſpoles, as he thinks fit, of Scepters and Diadems, and when 
the People will preſume to wreſt this Power from him, or to 
20 joint Sharers with him, he proteſts againſt it, and ſays, 
that thoſe Kings and Princes ſo made, were ſet up not by him, 
nor did he know it; that is, they had no Commiſſion from 
him ſo to do; without which expreſs Commiſſion, they en- 
troach upon the Prerogative of God, whenever they ore: 


ſame to diſpoſe of the Sceptets or Diadems of this Wor! 

Kings derive their Authority from God, and not from the 
People, as 1 have plainly proved, it can never be proved that 
the People may ſpoil them of that Authority which they 
derive fromGod. Their Perſons are ſacred, becauſe they 
repreſent God, neither may they ever be reſiſted, either in 
the good or bad Adminiſtration of their Office by their 
Subje&ts : They by ver tue of their Commiſſion are accopin- 
table to none but the Almighty; and God is too jealous of 
his Honour to ſuffer any with Impunity touſurp his Prevince: 
All the Weapons that may lawfully be made uſe of Ad 
wicked King, are Petitions, Remonſtrances, and hu why: 

8. 


a 
mb 
yout Supplications to God to deliver them in their Dil 
The Patrons of Rebellion indeed pretend to greater Liber- 
7 they ſay, © Tell us not that tis our Duty tamely to ſit 

ill, and ſee all that is dear to us made a Sacrifice to the un- 
juſt Will of a wicked Prince, tho' he be our Lawſul Sove- 
teign; we will not be perſuaded that 'tis our Duty thus paſ- 
lvely to ſubmit onr ſelves; you ſhall not — us to make 
iſe only of Prayers and Tears, or to fly from one City to a- 


nother ; we have ſtronger, more convincing Arguments in 
our Hands, and they ſhall not ruſt in fo glorious a Cauſ 
when our All'sat Stake. Our Prince is the Miniſter of G 
to us for Good ; and if he does not conſult that Good, he is 
do longer God's Y icegerent ; by running into Meaſures de- 
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ſtructve 
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ing to their Schemes no Government can ſubſiſt, ( if the Su- 
prerve Governor of Governors may be at any time reſiſted) 
mach leſs Monarchy. How can any Governor rule in Safe 
ty, if the People are to be his; Judges, and have Power to. 
puniſh kim? Let him rule according to the exacteſt Laws of 
Reaſon and Revelation; let his Reign be never ſo Juſt,, Mer- 
ciful and Good, if but a Notion to the contrary . (how 
2roundteſs ſoever) ſhould poſſeſs the giddy Brain of the ma- 
ny headed Monſter, they preſently will have recourſe. to 
their own inherent ſuperior Power to reform theſe imagined 
Abuſes, to diſplace his Miniſters, to ruin, and ſacrifice. them; 
and *tis much, if any Bounds are fet to their Fury, if their 
Reſentment is uot carried even to the ſacred Perſon of the 
prince; of all which, our Anceſtors-hurtied on by a ſpecious 
Zeal for Religion, have given too melancholy Proof in their 
Behaviour towards as Religious, Grations; too condeſcend- 
ing a Prince, as perfect a Man as ever fill'd the Engliſb Throne, 
aud once every Year we {till offer up bur Publick joint Pray- 
ers to God, that that innocent Blood of his Vicegetent (which 
nothing but the Blood of the Lamb of God can expiate) may 
not be viſited either * us or our Child een. 
How (I ſay) can the juſteſt Prince be ſafe, if the unthink- 
ing Multitude is the Judge of his good or bad Adminiſtrati- 
on * ? ſeeing that under all Governments there are; and ever 
will be Iriconveniercies which camifot by any Care or Dili- 
gence of the Governor be prevented; theſe ill Conveniencies: 
muſt be born, or all Government mult ceaſe, ſince there ne- 
ret were; or will be wanting diſaffected Perſons, who love to 
fiſh in troubled Waters; to raiſe Diſcord betwixt Prince and 
people; who make it their Buſineſs to inſtill their Grievan- 
ces, whether real or feigned, into the Minds of the People, 
to caſt an Odium upon the Government, to alienate the Af 
gections, poy ſon the Hearts of the Subjects, foment Diviſions, 
and blow up the Coals of Sedition; ſince ſuch Men axe never 
wanting, and the eaſy Multitude are too apt to look upon e- 
very Milcarriage through Magnifytng-Glaycy to. improve 
every Miſmanagement into a Breach of the Coronation-Oath; 
and of the Conſtitution : How can the Beſt of Princes be 
fe, if the Power of calling him to Account ſhould be lodged 
in the People? ads „ rolls. rata 
II. As Chriftians; To the Precepts of which Religion theſe - 
poſitions are direct Contradictions; and had Chriſtianity in- 
dulg'd its Profeſſors with. any ſuch Liberty, twauld have 
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diſſol d an Government; but we can find no place in Holy 
Writ, whereon to ground this Doctrine, but many to the 
contrary, and a heavy Penalty aſſured to all, who ſhall pre- 
ſumę not to conform thereto. „ nee 
Ter _ Soul be ſubject to the higher Powers, For their is 
1 


but of God: the Powers that be, are ordained of God. 
Whoſoever t ee refifteth the Power, reſiſteth the Ordi. 
1d they that reſiſt, ſhall receive to themſelves Dan- 

nation. Myers fore ye muſt needs be ſujbects, not only for Wrath, 
but alſo for Conſcience ſake, Rom. x11. 1, 2, 5. Submit your ſel uc 
to every Ordinance of Man for the Lord's ſake: whether. it 
be to the King, as ſupreme, 1 Pet. ii. 13, 14, And David ſaid 
unto Abiſhai, Deftroy him not; for who can ftretch forth his Hand 
ainſt the Lor'd Anointed, and be guiltleſs ? David ſaid fur. 
thermore, As the Lord liveth, the Lord ſhall ſmite him, or bis 
Day ſhall come to tie, or he ſhall deſend into Battle, and periſh 
The Lord farbid that I ſhould ftretch farth mine Hand agiiſt 


the Lord's Anointed, 1 Sam. xxvi. 9, 10, 11. Then ſaid Jeſus 


wito him, Put up again thy Sword into his Place: for all they that 
take the Sword, ſhall periſh with the Sword, S. Matt. xxvi. 52. 
From theſe Tom and many more, appears the abſolute Un. 


lawfulneſs of Reſiſtance in any Caſe ; and. if our Saviour ſo 


ſharply rebukesS. Peter, for reſiſting the Officers who came 


to apprehend the Lord cf Life, and alſo declares, that all who 
ꝛule the Sword; even in ſuch a Caſe, ſhall periſh by the Sword, 
I know not what can juſtify it. WO 14.30 ed 
Nor let them feed themſelvesup withtheir Objettion ; Hop 
then ſhall the Scriptures be fulfilled ? Our Redeemer knew full 
well, that if he would ask his Father, he could eaſily have 
been delivered from his Perſecutors: But how? Not by any 


 Endeavours of Rebellious Subjects, but by Ten Thouſand Le. 


gions of Angels, who have a Commiſſion ſuperior to that of 
r i {non oi end gy 19.45 wil 
We muſt! therefore tell them, that as Chriſtians they 


cannqr pretend to any Liberty of Reſiſtance. And 1 tear, 
| by aefrcin had any Hand in Rebellions, or betred them 


Storing ſuch Republican Principles, that theſe Num- 
of deluded Miſcreants have not, nor will not find the 


Exception allowed which they to ſtrenouſly contended 


as Implied ) when they ſhall ſtand in moſt need of it, when 

they uppeur before the awſul Tribunal of God, whom, in 

the:'Perion'of his Vicegerent, they have In fulted. 
3 Them, cher a wicked . 28 


Ily do not prevent the gracious Deſigns 


ef God) as 2 Good Prince, though this be ſent us in Þis 


Goodneſs, 
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Prince is 2s much 2 
Tifice, 24 ich rhe Miniſter of God to us for Good, iff 
 by/30 n Folly do not f Ip delia 
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Googneſs, that in his Wrath to puniſh a Nation for its ery - 
ing Sins. The deſtroying Angel, whom David ſau. over J 
nſalem, was as much the Miniſter of God, as! were thoſe 
who brought the joyful Nes to the Shepherds of the Birth 
of Chriſt our Redeemer. What then becomes of what 
they ſo often, and with fo great Aſſurauce repeat? Shall 
4 we all be Sacrificed, becauſe the Prince 'wiltt hate it:{0 9 
They miſtake it is not the Prince, but God, Who puniſhes 
them by the means of a wicked Prince; nd; ſhall they, 
whilſt the Hand of the Almighty is heavy upo them, whilft 
He is correcting them with Judgment for their Offences; 
whillt his Hand is ſtretched out againſt them, in Mercy to re- 
claim them hy temporal Chaſtiſements;'Shallthey;by adding 
to their finfut Account, provoke him to correct them _ 
his Anger, to pour out upon their guilty Heads the ptm 
fury of his Wrath, Anger and Diſplealüre ? whilſt he trys 
mildly to ta OEM to Repentance, ſhalFthey forcs 
him utterly to deſtroy, and put but their Name ſor ever 
and ever? ſnall they fly in the Face of the Almighty and 
lay, © We will not be puniſhed by the: 

The moſt ſtrenous Advocates for Reſiſtance dare not juſ- 
tify ſuch HOW in this caſe, they muſt own that the 
beſt Method is to endeavour to appeaſe a juſtly proyoked 
God, by a meek Deportment, by a Dutiful Re fignation tb 
the Will of the Omnipotenr, to humble our ſetves under 
the avenging Hand of God, that Recourſe muſt be had ta 
no other Weapons but Prayers and Tears, either to deferve 
z better Prince, or patiently endure the bad one. 


We muſt tell them, That the Violation of Oaths is not 


reciprocal z is does not follow, if thePrince is wicked; that 
the Subject may be ſo too: if he breaks thto all ſacred Ty&, 
that the Subjett may do the ſame; if he will run hend. Jong 
to Damnation, that the Subject is obliged to mas — him 
Every one muſt be called to an Account by 2 Superior, 
therefore the Right of calling the Princes cannot be the Peo- 
ple, whoſe Superior the Prince is; if the People are perjur d, 
they are accounta ble on Earth, where they have a Superior, 
and whoſe Province it is to take Cõgni zance thereof, far he 
that beareth not the Sword in vain. If the Prince is peftjur d, 
be has no 5 on Earth, and therefore is only Accu 
able at the Throne of God, d. 
Thus therefore muſt we tell them, That no Injaſtice, ng Vi- 
dlence, no Oppreſſion of the Prince whatſoever, can juſtiſy 
taking "op Arms againſt him as Chriſtians 5 much liefs, as 
III. Members of tho Church of England. Thoſe' bo pre- 


tend to be ſuch, and maintain this Doctrine, are moſtinexcu- 


üble; they had better * to the Reteptacles of and 
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and Rebellion, that we might know who are for us, and who 
againſt us, than ſcreen themſelves under the Wing of our Nor 
8 and be at the ſame time a Scandal to Her, and N tv 
to the Reformation; none who maintain this Doctrine can Nor 
be Her true Sons, ſince She has fo expreſly declared Her Senſe ! 
of this Matter in Her Excellent Homilies againſt Rebellion; x bel 
and tis really a Paradox, how any of Her Sons can hold the I na 
contrary Opinion, and at the ſame time allow, that thoſe be 
Homilies contain a good and wholſome Doctrine; but few, 1 
very few have ſwerved from this Doctrine, except upon the @ rig 
weighty Conſideration of Preferment, when they rather ſought I in. 
for — to juſtify Facts, than for true Doctrine, in de. J (tl 

raved Times; when, all who were to be tryed by this Shi. car 

oleth; the weak Shifts t \ Das forced to have recourſe to, cur 
to ſolve the Contradiction betwixt what they formerly prez tho 
ched, and what afterwards they thought fit to advance, are of 
too palpable ; and it were to be wiſhed, that they would con- are 
fute what they themſelves wrote and preached upon this © tive 


% * 


Subject, while they were unbyaſſ ec. 
Some would not have us preach up this unſea ſonable Do- [ 
krrine, becauſe, ſay they, twill ſcarce be conſiſtent with the of | 
many Revolutions and Changes that have been made in the] ha 
Regal Line within this Realm; as to this, I have little to Þliſ 
Kay, but this I averr, that what I have delivered is the Do- on'c 


\Qrrine\pf Chriſt, and muſt not be receded from upon any to 


Account. T's | | 1 
We muſt tell them, that their Caſe is not ſo different from thei 
that of the Primitive Chriſtians, as they too fondly perſuade ces 

themſelves; we have indeed many Laws enacted in Favour of in 0 

Chriſtianit y, and of the Subject; but I cannot find one, that Per 

empowers the Subject to reſiſt his Lawful Prince, even in cal was 

the Prince breaks through all the Laws he or his Anceſtars 0 l 
bave made; nay, ſo far are we from having any ſuch LA, Len 
that we have an Act exactly to the contrary not yet repeal, nels 
made 12 Car. II. Cap. 30. | Sr That by the Undoubtel Wor 

and Fundamental Laws of this Kingdom, neither the Peers off to 8 
Wt But, ſay they, ſhall we not riſe and Rebel againf ſo unkind a Printe of t! 
noc hing conſidering ar regarding our true faithful and painful Service, „ the 

Safeguard of our Pofterity ? No, ſaith good David. Shall we not riſe ai Sanc 


Rebel againſt our known mortal and dead! that ſecketh our Liva! 
© to, Toth U A | - ay 
. + What ſhall we then do to an evil, to an unkind Prince, an Enemy 101 
bated of God. hurtful to the Commonpealt h, &c. Lay no Hand upon bin ol. m 
(fſaih good David) but let him live, untill God appoint and work hi Te 
End, either by natural Death, or in Jar; by lawful Enemies, not by in that 
. Ray $421. Homily Sermon «gainſt wiltul Rebellion, 2. 69 ble t 
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this Realm, 


nor the Commons, nor both together, in, Parliament, 
er out of Parliament, nor the People collectively or repreſenta- 
tively, nor any other Perſons whatſoever, ever had, haue, hath, 
r oueht to have any Coercive Power over the Kings of this Realm. 
While this Law ſtands unrepealed, the Actors in every Re- 
bellion, that does not ſucceed, will deſervedly incur the Pe- 
nalty of High- Treaſon; and ſhould it ſucceed, it would till 
de Illegal, ſtill be Uſurpation; tho perhaps none durſt open- 
1y call it ſo, for fear of being ſacrificed for daring to ſpeak 
right, and nor ſmooth. Things; nay, the Actors and Abette 
in a ſucceſsful Rebellion involve themſelves in greater Gui 
(tho the Puniſhment be at a Diſtance) than thoſe who miſ- 
carry in their Attempts; for the only way for Uſurpers to ſe- 
care themſelves in their illgot Poſſellions, is to ſacrifiee all 
thoſe Loyaliſts that have Courage enough to aſſert the Cauſe 
of their Injur'd Depos'd Sovereign: And by theſe Means they 
are not only guilty of Rebellion, but alſo of the accumula- 
tive dins of Robbery and Murder, ane ative, formal Mar- 
der of the beſt Subjects of their Lawful Prinſe. 
Had therefore the Primitive Chriſtians no Laws in Fayoyr 
of Chriſtianity, no Laws to empower them to reſiſt ; we 
have indeed many in favour of the Subject, and of our eſta. 
bliſhed Religion ; but we have alfo this, which 1 juſt mentj- 
on'd, which obliges us never upon any Pretence whatloever 
to have recourſe to forcible Means againſt our Prince. 
The Republicans now are more harden'd in Vice, than 
their Predeccfſors in Forty One; who ſeem, in the Ordinan- 
ces of that Parliament, to have been ſenſible of that Maxim 
in our Conſtitution, that the King can do no Wrong, that hy 
Perſon is Sacred ;, and therefore pretended, that all they did 
was For the Preſervation of the King's Perſon, they took Arms 
by his Authority againſt himſelf, laid all the Blame upon the Ma- 
lignants his Evil Councellors. But now, openly is the Lawful- 
neſs of reſiſting the King maintain'd; and what's a greater 
Wonder, all looked upon as Diſaffected, who will not agree 
to this Poſition, deſtructive of all Government. 1 
We muſt not let them glory ſo much with their Notions 
of the Original Contract, till they can produce it, or tell bs 
the Contents of it, and when, and Wherel it received its 
danction: And it were to be wiſhed, that thoſe who have 
mentioned it, had cleared up theſe Things, and then their 
Concluſion drawn from the Breach thereof would have been 
of more Weight with all reaſonable Men. 1 
To ſum up in ſhort all J have ſaid : We muſt tell them, 
that this is the meek Doctrine of Chriſt, this is conforma- 
ble to the Primitive Chriſtians Example; which if = 
| Won 


imitate imitate, we muſt not have recourſe t9 the Arm. gf 
Fleſh; but cal Hur own Ways to remembrance, and ſeek hy 


Prayers and Tears to avert the Anger of God, to prev, 
With him to take away his Plague from us, leave owe Cant 15 


Vith him, who has declared “ engeance is mine, I will repa 
1755 not, as if the Arm of the Lord was Grin ſhort, pf | 
ume to call thoſe to Account, who know no Superior upon b 
Earth but God, and conſequently 


are only accountable t 2 
"His Tribunal. fl 15:3 3 


| * We muſt tell them, that under Perſecution, inſtead 'of ſt 
"xelieying our ſelves by Rebellion, tis the way to make or » 
1 «Caſe much mote miſerable; for a Rebel is worſe than the L 
| . Þ Prince, and Rebellion than the worft Government of in o 
| port Prince that hitherto has been. Homily againſt Rebellion, M 6: 
; Xp Tolls we muſt tell them, is the Doctrine of God, of the 
Church of England, and confequently muſt not be made of t 
i! none Effect bythe Traditions of Men: It muſt not be firtin'd A 
1 to make it agree with every ſucceſsful Rebellion, no; al k 
1 Alterations in State muſt be brought to this Touchſtone, 6 
| Accordingly be either allow'd or condemn'd, for Succeſs wil | „ 
"not adda Tittle of Juſtice , what would have been Rebell. l { 
| og, had it not ſucceeded, does not changes its Nature by jn 
[ ſacceeding; the fame Characters remain indelible, and Dau- 8 
| nation will ſtill be the Reward ; Force indeed, and Fear of te 
It Puniſhment may ſilence the Truth, and not ſuffer it to appeal 5. 
bit Fave in Corners, in the Inner Chambers; but God is of pe 
| rer Eyes, than to behold Iniquity, or to ſuffer it to go wi 4 
0 a Ff fiat conclude this Head with the Words of the late Arch . 
| | ſhop. of, Canterbury: Wo to all Princes upon Earth, if ti; 
l ' Pottrine (of Relitnce) be true, and become popular; if the bh 
y Mit ude believe hi the Prince, not armed with the Scales 
| can never be 0\ 


; the, Leviathan, thatas, with irre ſiſtable Power 

afe fr 0N the Wears and bi bed Irons, which their Ambition, fo 
and preſumed Intereſt will provide, and their Malice will u. n 
en, and their 2 coi Violence throm againſt him. I the Bea 
we (pope of, 'knows hut its omn Strength” it will neuer be mam. 
gen: Wherefore ſuch as own theſe Dottrines,, diſtructive to a 
; Sen, of Men, may be ſaid to have Molve, Heads, as tit 
"Laws of Old were wont to ſpeak concerning Fi pen 
* Perſons; and are, lile thoſt ravenous Beaſts, ſo | ir from dejer 
"wing our Love and Care, that they ought to be deſtroy da 
"The common Charge. Mr. Hobbes's Creed examin'd by the late 
. Archbiſhop of Canterbury. The Second Edition. P. 170, 17! 
* I0o conclude, if all Miniſters would but ſtrictly ex- 


E dhemſelves in che Diſcharge of their Duty, it would not any 
| I In i * 2 14 , £$54:39:+- 4 + ; . | 
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ol be conducive to their own. private Advantage, but ik 
;M infinitely to the Advantage of thoſe who ate arrived to that 
„ progreſs in Sin, as to - lay to the Seers, ſee not, Cc. For 
f umouring them in their Follies, winking at their Viees, 
if and not daring to reprove them, is all. one, as if a Guide | 
good ſuffer thoſe whom he conducts, to be loſt in 5 
ll {ifed in Quagmires, or break their Necks over Precipi 
without ſo much as calling to them to warn them of the 
e Danger they were in, the Caſes are the Time, fave, on the 
„one — Temporal Death will be the Confequence, on-the 
nl other, Eternal Damnation. CCC 
he And ſhould we, in Compliance to theſe unreaſonable Men, Itter 
cem to go on unreproved in their Career to the Lake ef Fre, 
au plung themſelves irrecoverably therein, when they ſhall by 
nn | Experience know that the Path they with ſuch wawearied Applis 
, cation purſued leads to a Place, where ſhall be Weeping, and 
e Gnaſhing of Teeth, where the ben dieth, and the Fire 
never goeth out: Surely then they will Curſe us for our Compliance 
li for not putting them frequently in mind of the Danger the werd 
by in: The ſcene will then be changed; in the. Bitterneſs of their 
W. Souls will they curſe us, for ſuffering the Frowns of Man-roide | 
of Y terr us from diſchargng our Duty, for letting any [Temporal Ads 
a vantage over-balance our Care for beth our Eternal Welfare. 
du And on the other hand, thoſe who took warning, relinguiſh's - 

.M their Errors, foreſook the Broad Road that leads to Perdition, 
un I : | * * 
7 and {trove to enter in at the ſtrait Gate, though by forfeiting chert 
worldly Intreſt, will thank us with unfeigned Joy, for hay ing pul- 
led them from the Brink of the fiery Lake, the Jaws of Hell. 

Thanks be to God, we want net Men, who will not be yen 
aw'd by the Frowns of am Man, how great ſoever; 
will ſpeak the Truth, in ſpite of all the powers of Da ; 
over whom no Te Advantage can prevail, or Perſecution 
force to ſpeak ſmooth thifigs, or propheſie Hoceits; Men ws ure 
wt afraid of their Terrors, neither art frunbled, ſinte the Seriptute ast 
fures them, thar if they ſuffer for Righteoufneſs-ſake, for during 
to declare the Truth, happy are they; Men who will blow the Tram 
pet, and warn the People, who are reſolved to dd all in their o 
er to ſave the Souls of all whom they know to be in Error, but 
will at leaſt deliver their W n. -* ries 33 ATION 

For if the Watchman blow the Trumpet, and the People am 
warned, and will not by a ſpeedy Repentance ſave them ſelves, they 
are altogather without Excuſe, they heard the ſdund of the Trum 
pet, and took not Warning, tlieir Blood ſhall be on their own 

eads, but the Watchman hath deliver'd his Stall. 

If after what I have ſaid, This will be a Rebellious People, lying 
Children, Children that will not hear the Law of the Lord: Will ſtill / 
to the Seers, See not; and to the Prophets; Pripheſy not unto us riebs 
things, ſpake unto us ſmooth Things, propheſy Deftits : Get you ont of the 
way, turn aſide aut of thePath, cauſe the Holy One Fry te ceaſe ” 
from before us. Wherefore thus ſaith the Holy One of „ becauſe q © 


„ "who 
Men 
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2 Hall be your c Strength; and ye would aro 


Children, who by the voluntary Subſc criptions of the e & and 


Jop ol over this Nation; many they have crected, and more · are 


vour to maintaine ir? 


to be 1 will ( chroꝰ the Education that js givei them) know, 


(4605 


e. this Wir, ond truft in effion and . and abr 
1: Therefore this Iniguity ſhall be to you as a Breach ready to fy , ſwel- 
ing out in a high*Woall, thoſe Breaking cometh ſuddenly at an Inſtant. 
And he ſhall Break it as«the Breaking of the _— raſſet that is broken 
3 Plecer, he ſhall not ſpare: ſo that there ſhall not he found i in the Bur. 

ing-of it, a Sherd'to taks Fire from the Hearth, or to take Water with. 
ry our of the Pit. For thus ſaith the Lord God, the Holy One of Iſrael, 
the Returning and Reſt ſvall ye be ſaved, in diane and in Cone 


© I muſt now app! myſelf to you, an e or theſe 


by the liberal Contaibutiogs of others, are Cloathed, and Educated 
in the Principles of the Church of England. 

3 we would ſupport our — 1 Mother in her Neceſſity, I think 

theſes Means will not be inefectual; we can but do our beſt as 
5 as our frail Bodies will hold out ; bur by impriating the 
Fundamential Truths of Holy Religion i in the Minds of theſe 
Tender Infants, we may contribute to the Support of our Church 
even after our Deceaſe; which the Enemies of our Church ſeem 
to be ſenſible of, by their Endeavouring to ſuppreſs theſe Nurſe- 
ries of Chriſtianity and Loyalty. | 

The Schiſmatick are, at this JunQure, more than ordinaril 
Intent upon erefting Seminaries to 1 Schiſm and Rebe 


expected to be ſet up; and ſhall we not exert our ſelves in 
our on Caſe, as much 5 rather better than they? Since they 
drive on ſo furiouſſy to aboliſn Epiſcopacy, ſnall not we endes. 


We ſee the ek have partly accompliſh d their Deſigns; they 80 
that now there is not an Epiſcopal Miniſter to be ſeen in about 
two Thirds of all Scotland; which is more chan could be {aid lince 
the Revolution: Unhappy Scotland! 
+. This is, as they would have it alſo through England and Bean 
110 I bope, the Lord in Mercy will preſerve a Legal, Valid 
ry, in in fpi dite of theſe Schiſmaticks, 
Aare e Ch dren inſtead of being Enemies to the Ehiſcopacy, 'tis 


that where there is no Biſhop, there is no Church, no Valid S. 
crament, they will not call Loyalty Rebellion; nay: ſhould the 
PRETENDER gain Poſſefſion, inſtead of ſerving or ſupporting 
him, they will be able to diſtinguiſh berwix Poſſeſſion ard Right, 
and ſhou they loſe their Lives in Defence either of Monarchy ot 
Epiſcopacy, twill be a Satisfaction to us, to think we have any 
rl contributed to the Education. we 2 who had my to 
ſt even unto Blood. 
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